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Façade Advisory Committee Agenda 

Erickson Conference Room 
September 1, 2026 

9:30 a.m. 
 

 
 
 Approve Minutes of the July 7, 2026 meeting 

 Receive General Citizen Comment 

FAC-26-0901 Consider Downtown Façade Grant – 237-251 E Main St.  

FAC-26-0902 Consider Downtown Façade Grant – 25 S Cedar St. 

   

   

   

 
 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS: PLEASE NOTIFY ME IF YOU ARE UNABLE TO ATTEND AT 309-345-3619.   
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MINUTES 
FACADE ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

ERICKSON CONFERENCE ROOM OF GALESBURG CITY HALL 
July 7, 2026 at 9:30 a.m. 

 
MEMBERS PRESENT:   Jay Bullis (virtual), Mike Holloway, Carla Markwart, Mark Martin, 

Ralph Scott, 5. 
MEMBERS ABSENT:   Steve Gerstenberger, 1.   
OTHERS PRESENT:   Lucas Brooks, Tim Cramer. 

 
The meeting was called to order at 9:30 am.  
 
 Approve Minutes of the May 5, 2026 meeting 
 Member Scott moved to approve the minutes, seconded by Member Holloway. 

                           Minutes were approved by voice vote. 
 
 Consider Citizen Comment 
 No citizen comments.   

 
FAC-26-0701 Consider Downtown Facade Grant – 10 W Main St 

 
Staff provided an overview of the application, and the applicant Tim Cramer provided additional details. 
Cramer appreciates staff efforts to schedule this meeting as soon as possible, as he is working on the 
tuckpointer’s schedule.  
 
Member Martin asked a few clarifying questions about the doors and window replacements, which would 
be on the south elevation. The windows on the north elevation are in good condition. 
 
Member Markwart asked if the applicant could go with a lighter paint color than the dark charcoal. Cramer 
stated that he prefers a darker color to better showcase the red brick of the neighboring property and 
hide any water spots, but can go with a happy medium. Member Bullis likes each building to be 
distinguishable, so is in favor of the darker color. 
 
Member Holloway made a motion to recommend approval of the façade grant, seconded by 
Member Scott. 
 
Roll Call #1  
 Ayes: Holloway, Markwart, Martin, Scott, 4. 
 Nays: None. 
 Abstentions:   None.  
Chairperson declared the motion approved. 

 
 
Staff provided the committee members with the color scheme for the previously approved 
application FAC-26-0501 for 221-223 E Main St.  
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Staff also briefed members on two potential upcoming items for 251 E Main St and Carl Sandburg 
College’s 518 Collective at 209 E Main St. For the Sandburg project, Member Holloway raised the 
issue of a taxing body asking for TIF assistance, especially as they do not pay property taxes and 
received a large grant for the 518 Collective. Bullis appreciates the college making an effort to 
improve the property and stay in downtown. Markwart is concerned that the awning looks too 
industrial, and Member Scott says the awning helps with rain. 
 
There being no further business, Member Scott made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Member 
Markwart, the meeting adjourned at 10:01 a.m.  

___________________ 
Lucas Brooks 



 

Prepared by: LB  Page 1 of 1 

 

Façade Advisory Committee Meeting 
Agenda Item Overview 

September 1, 2026 
 

AGENDA ITEM: FAC-26-0901 Downtown Façade Grant for 237-251 E Main St.  
 
BACKGROUND: Attached for the Committee’s review is a façade grant application from Mike 
Martin for proposed façade improvements at 237-251 E Main St. 
 
Mike Martin is proposing to renovate the north, south, and east façades of 237-251 E Main St. 
Façade renovation includes repainting all three facades, replacing 10 upper-story windows, 
removing the awnings in poor condition, and replacing the wooden window coverings that 
have rotted. The repainting will be in the same color scheme. It is anticipated that 4 jobs will 
be retained as a result of this project. 
 
If approved, the owner anticipates beginning work in September 2026, with an estimated 
completion in November 2026. The estimated total façade project cost is $40,002.44 and 
Martin is eligible to request up to $20,001.22 through the façade grant program. 
 
We have received the following information: 

• Proof of Ownership 
• Proof the property taxes are current 
• Proof of insurance from the building owner 
• Two bids for the repainting 
• Two bids for the window replacements 
• One bid for the awning disposal and wooden window cover replacements 

 
 
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS:  

1. Aerial – General location 
2. Application 
3. Photos of the north, south, and east facades 
4. Bids 

cc:  File Copy 









Narrative Project Description 

237 – 251 E Main St 

Repaint all buildings, all sides near as same color as is possible. 10 new replacement 
windows on 2nd floor. Replace rotted wooden window covers. Remove old awnings in poor 
condition. 
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Façade Advisory Committee Meeting 
Agenda Item Overview 

September 1, 2026 
 

AGENDA ITEM: FAC-26-0902 Downtown Façade Grant for 25 S Cedar St.  
 
BACKGROUND: Attached for the Committee’s review is a façade grant application from Tim 
Cramer for proposed façade improvements at 25 S Cedar St. 
 
Tim Cramer is proposing to extensively renovate the south, east, and west elevations of the 
building. 1 existing door, 1 existing garage door, and 5 existing windows would be replaced. 
The south, east, and west elevations would be tuckpointed. A new metal awning would be 
installed above the storefront and garage door area, as well as 6 new exterior lights. It is 
anticipated that 8 full-time jobs will be retained as a result of this project. 
 
If approved, the owner anticipates beginning work in October 2026, with an estimated 
completion in February 2027. The estimate total façade project cost is $63,000 and Cramer 
is eligible to request up to $31,500 through the façade grant program. 
 
We have received the following information: 

• Proof of Ownership 
• Proof the property taxes are current 
• Proof of insurance from the building owner 
• A letter of commitment for the owner’s equity portion of the project 
• Two bids for the tuckpointing 
• Two bids for the garage door replacement 
• One bid for the window replacement 
• One bid for the door replacement 
• One bid for the awning installation 
• One bid for the exterior light installation 

 
 
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS:  

1. Aerial – General location 
2. Application 
3. Photo of the west facade 
4. Bids 

cc:  File Copy 
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